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 CHAIRPERSON (2nd Yr)  
          Judy Wittman 
          254 Highway #1 
          St. Francois Xavier, Mb R4L 1A1         
          Hm: 864-2562  Fax: 864-2471   
          Email: dnldwit@aol.com 
 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON (2nd Yr) 
            Jody Bieber 
          6 Park Meadows Drive. 
          Winnipeg, Mb  R3K 2B8 
          Hm: 885-3023  Cell: 792-6114 

 
BINGO Rep. (2nd Yr) 
          Melissa Johnston 
          10 Sandham Cres. 
          Winnipeg, Mb        R3R 1M7 
          Hm: 895-9686       Wk: 982-3105 
 
 
VOLUNTEER CO-ORDINATOR (2nd Yr) 

Jane Fudge 
#206-1683 Pembina Hwy 
Winnipeg, Mb     R3T 2G6 
Hm: 275-8794 
Email: j_fudge@hotmail.com 

           
 
NEWSLETTER/WEBPAGE (1st Yr) 

Myriam Dyck 
Box 15, RR#1 
Richer, Mb R0E 1S0 
Hm: 422-6729 Cell: 795-5519 
Email: Myriam@mb.sympatico.ca  
                  

SHOW CHAIRPERSON (2nd Yr) 
          Kathryn Young 
          235 Yale Ave. 
          Winnipeg, Mb        R3M 0L3 
          Hm: 284-2044       Wk: 474-8864 
          Email: youngka@cc.umanitoba.ca 
 
MANITOBA HORSE COUNCIL Rep.(2nd Yr) 
          Alison Elliott 
          535 McNaughton Ave. 
          Winnipeg, Mb        R3L 1S7 
          Hm: 284-3976       Wk: 452-2601 
          Fax: 943-1973 
          Email: trgunlim@mb.sympatico.ca 

TREASURER (1st Yr) 
         Chris Dolinski  
         Box 82 St. Norbert Stn. 
         4180 Waverley St. South 
         Winnipeg, Mb        R3V 1L5 
         Hm: 477-9049        Wk: 269-9933 
         Cell: 793-4567       Fax: 269-9933 
         Email: cdequine@skyweb.ca      
 
SECRETARY (1st Yr) 
         Liane Parker  
         Box 14B, RR#2 
         Dugald, Mb            R0E 0K0 
         Hm: 444-2805 
         Wk: 946-6896/ 444-7070 
         Email: Liane@ca.ibm.com 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP (1st Yr) 
         Marlene Hanson 
         Box 14, R.R. #2 
         Dugald, Mb  R0E 0K0 
         Hm: 444-2626        Wk: 947-6377 
         Fax: 947-6222 
         Email: marlene_hanson@cargill.com 
 
 
EDUCATION/LIBRARY (1st Yr) 
         Merelyn Hunkin 
         Box 206 
         Oakville, Mb           R0H 0Y0 
         Hm: 267-2889 
         WK: 864-2431 (‘til 2:00 weekdays) 
         Email: chunkin@whpcn.net  
 
DRESSAGE CANADA REP. (Member at 
Large) 

Louise Prendergast 
         3633 Pipeline Road 
         West St. Paul, Mb   R4A 8A2 
         Hm: 339-7229        Wk: Same 
         Email: brucelou@mts.net 
 
CADORA Rep. 
         None one in place at this time     

Dressage Winnipeg 
Board of Directors 2003 
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Message from the Editor  

 
It’s hard to believe how quickly 
Manitoba changes from a frozen 
wasteland into a lush green 
paradise, complete with mos-
quitos!  Spring has sprung, and 
now it’s summer already! 
 
Show season is here again, and 
the results of the Spring Flowers 
Show are included in this issue 
of the Passage Newsletter. 
 
I am pleased to give you my  
second edition of the Passage 
Newsletter, and I hope that  
everyone finds it informative 
and enjoys it.  
 
We have had some excellent 
feedback on the newsletter  
recently, this reader wished to  
share it here: 
 
“"I should mention how much I 
enjoy receiving my copies of 
Passage, and I would like to  
congratulate everyone concerned 
with its layout and content. It 
really keeps me in touch with 
the Winnipeg Dressage scene 
which I truly appreciate. My 
best regards to all my old friends 
at DW."      Gillian Sevier 
                               
                                              . . .   

 
 
I would like to mention that classified 
ads in Passage are free to members 
and only $1 per issue for non-
members, so please email me or call 
me with your ads and take advantage 
of this local means of communication. 
 
Anyone with potential newsletter  
material should  forward it to me at 
myriam@mts.net and I’ll be happy to 
include it whenever possible.  Clinic 
reports, pictures, jokes, articles.. are 
all welcome. 
 
I am very excited about the new  
Dressage Winnipeg Website as well, 
and invite you all to have a look and 
to visit the site regularly to keep up to 
date on Manitoba activities!  Go to: 
www.dressagewinnipeg.com  
 
                              Sincerely, 
 
                              Myriam Dyck 
                               

Newsletter Team: 
 
 

Editor:  Myriam Dyck 
 

Support: Jane Fudge 
 

Advertising Layout and  
Design:  Kittie Wong   
 
 

Passage Newsletter for 2003 

“A lovely horse is always an experience...It is 
an emotional experience of the kind that  is 
spoiled by words.”                Beryl Markham 
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Dressage Canada Announces Adoption of USA Equestrian Inc. 
Dressage Tests to be used in Canada in 2003  
Source: Dressage Canada  
Date: October,21,2002  
 
The Dressage Canada Board recently announced that effective January 1, 2003, the dressage 
tests for use in competitions will be the new, recently adopted USA Equestrian Inc. 2003 tests, 
including Freestyle tests. Considerable discussion and input has gone into this decision over the 
past several years. Dressage Canada has stated since August 2001 that the US tests would be 
adopted when USA Equestrian Inc. adopted new tests. With the USA Equestrian Inc. new tests 
effective Jan 2003 in the United States, the mandate is clear; we will adopt the same tests with 
the same timing. 
 
Tests are currently available through USA Equestrian Inc. We have approval in principle to post 
the new tests on the Dressage Canada web site, [in a non-test sheet format] and will do so as 
soon as possible. The Dressage Canada Rules Committee is currently working on producing an 
insert for the existing Equine Canada Dressage rule book to cover the class changes.  
Watch www.DressageCanada.org for more information as it becomes available.  
 
The adoption of the new tests should result in a more seamless competition border for North  
American riders, horses and officials.  
 
 
      New tests may be downloaded from: 
 

       http://www.dressagecanada.org/DressageTests/dressagetests.html 
 
(These are in downloadable in  .pdf [Portable Document Format] and Adobe Acrobat Reader  
software is available as a free download from the same web page, should you not already have it 
installed in your computer.  With this download installed you can view the document.) 
 

        The Canadian rules have been amended for 2003.  These changes may be 
downloaded from the same page as above. 
 

      All Juniors will be required to wear ASTM-approved helmets in any 
Equine Canada competitions effective for 2003. 
 
      Hard copies of tests may be ordered from Equine Canada. 
 
      Competitors are encouraged to look over the tests to determine which  
level(s) and tests they wish to ride this year.  
 

            We’ll keep you posted as we know more! 

Announcing... 

New Dressage Tests for 2003!   
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DRESSAGE WINNIPEG 
2003 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Dressage Winnipeg Membership  (See reverse for details) 

Make cheque payable to Dressage Winnipeg for both Dressage Winnipeg and CADORA fees 
 

Volunteer Commitment Opportunities (Indicate your preferences below)  

                                                                                                     )Mail to:       Marlene Hanson 
                                                                                                                               Box 14 R. R. 2 
                                                                                                                               Dugald, Manitoba  R0E 0K0 

Name: 
 

Home Ph: 

Address: 
 

Work Ph: 

 
 

Fax: 

Postal Code: 
 

Date Of Birth:  (For Juniors):  

Stable name & phone: 
 

E-mail: 

  Before Feb 28th, 2003 After Feb 28th 
 
 
 

ASSOCIATE  (Non-Voting, Non-Competitive) 
 
REGULAR: 
SENOR…………………………………………………. 
JUNIOR  (Not Reached Their 18th Birthday By Jan 1,2003.… 
FAMILY………………………………………………… 

$20.00 
 
 

$25.00 
$15.00 
$40.00 

20.00 
 
 

35.00 
25.00 
50.00 

 
 

Volunteer Commitment For Regular Members  
Pay Out Now…………………………………………….. 

 
 

 

 
 

OR 
Commit To Volunteer And Include Separate $50.00  

  

 CADORA Inc. (optional) 
(  ) JUNIOR 
(  ) SENIOR 
(  ) ADDITIONAL OMNIBUS 
(  ) LATE FEE after April 1, 2003 

 
………………………
………………………
………………………
…………….. 

 
$20.00 
$30.00 
$20.00 
$10.00 

SHOWS 
•    Gate Attendant 
•    Scribe 
•    Runner 
•    Tabulator 
•    Show Secretary  
•    Show Secretary Assistant 
•    Billet Judges or Transport Judges 
•    Announcer 

 
(       ) 
(       ) 
(       ) 
(       ) 
(       ) 
(       ) 
(       ) 
(       ) 

OTHER 
•    Work at a Bingo  (* must be 18 yrs. of 

age) 
•    Assist on a Committee 

-     Newsletter 
-     Show 
-     Fund-raising 
-     Volunteers 

•    Something else in support of DW:  
Feed Volunteers, Sponsorship, or…?? 

 
(       ) 
(       ) 
(       ) 
(       ) 
(       ) 
(       ) 
(       ) 
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DRESSAGE WINNIPEG 
MEMBERSHIP DETAILS 

 

There are two main categories of membership in Dressage Winnipeg; Regular 
members and Associate members.  Regular members may be either Junior, Senior 
or Family members.  All Associate and Regular members enjoy the following  
privileges: 
 

ØEntitlement to borrow books or videos from the Dressage Winnipeg lending  
library 
 

ØReduced member rates at Dressage Winnipeg clinics or information sessions  
 

ØReceive newsletters and other bulletins 
 
Regular members in addition, are eligible to compete at Dressage Winnipeg shows, 
stand for election to the Board of Directors, and vote at the Annual General  
Meeting. 
 

Volunteer Commitment 
 

For Dressage Winnipeg to offer well-run and affordable shows, events and benefits 
to members at affordable cost, the active involvement of volunteers is vital.  To  
ensure that volunteers can be counted on when needed, the volunteer portion of the 
Regular membership in Dressage Winnipeg has proven to be an essential compo-
nent.  Here's how it works.  When you join Dressage Winnipeg as a Regular Junior, 
Senior or Family member, you commit to DW for at least six hours of volunteer 
time during the course of the year.  Most people choose to volunteer at either a 
show or a bingo, but other volunteer options are possible too.  The six volunteer 
hours can be worked all at once or in variable flexible combinations.  The Volun-
teer Committee will attempt to schedule you in to the preferred area you indicated 
on your application, but please keep in mind that it is the member's responsibility to 
contact the Volunteer Coordinator to coordinate your commitment.  The sooner you 
do that the better your choices will be.  Members are expected to volunteer their 
own time, but a friend or relative could also fulfill your commitment.  Your com-
mitment to volunteer is secured with a separate post-dated cheque that accompanies 
your membership form.  Your cheque is post-dated for November 30, 2003.  If you 
fulfill your volunteer commitment your cheque is destroyed or returned to you.  If 
for some reason you do not fulfill at least 6 hours of volunteer time during the year, 
your cheque will be cashed.  If 6 hours of volunteering is not something you can 
work into your schedule then you can take the option of immediately paying out 
your $50.00 with your membership form.  Please note that a $50.00 Volunteer 
Commitment is required for each Regular member (Junior or Senior) in a Family 
membership. 

CADORA Inc. 
 

CADORA Inc., (Canadian Dressage Owners and Riders Association) is a not-for-
profit organization dedicated to the development of Dressage in Canada.  Member-
ship in CADORA is optional.  You do not have to be a CADORA member to 
compete in Dressage Winnipeg shows.  By joining CADORA, you benefit by  
receiving an Omnibus, a quarterly newsletter (CADORA INK), and members are 
eligible for CADORA awards. More information on CADORA is available on their 
website at www.cadora.ca. 
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Messages from Dressage Winnipeg: 
 
 

       Dressage Winnipeg is pleased to announce that it now has a website!! Check it out at:   www.
dressagewinnipeg.com 

 
       It is still in the formative stages but we plan to make it an up-to-date and informative website.  You 
will be able to read training articles and see links to other dressage-related websites, see show results 
and pictures, and see any announcements relating to clinics or dressage in Manitoba faster than waiting 
for your issue of “Passage” to come in!  Anyone with good link suggestions, questions or ideas for the 
website please email the Webmaster at: myriam@mts.net         
 

***************  
          
       Another wonderful season of showing has already begun with the May show, which went very 
well.   Results for the June Show will be in the next issue of Passage.  Next Show Date for 2003 is:   
September 13th and 14th, Manitoba  Provincial Championships, which Dressage Winnipeg will again 
be hosting this year.  Location will be the Bird’s Hill Park Equestrian  Facility.    
 
       Please plan to contribute some volunteering time to the success of these shows.  The Volunteer Co-
ordinator is now Jane Fudge and you can reach her at 204-275-8794 to let her know which show dates 
you are available for. 

*************** 
 

       Show competitors are reminded that they MUST have the photocopy of their membership cards 
attached to their entry form.   

*************** 
 

         We would like to welcome a new dressage rider and coach to our area!  Here is a short biography on her..   
       “With a passion for dressage and a love of hunters and jumpers, Tamara Stafford is excited about 
her recent move to Winnipeg. After a lifetime of training and competing in her native United States, she 
has found renewed enthusiasm here in Manitoba. After graduation from New York's Juilliard School of 
Music on the concert harp, freestyle dressage is a perfect meld of riding and playing. Tamara's Cana-
dian husband, Gordon, has been a fixture of thoroughbred racing since 1949, when Stafford Farms be-
gan their run of three Queen's Plates, the Manitoba Derby, and  
several national leading owner honours. The stable is now based at Assiniboia Downs. " We wanted to 
move here so our 3 year old son can be close to his 91 year old grandmother," states Tamara, from her 
Charleswood locale, " I knew the arts and music are legendary in Winnipeg, but I had no idea how 
friendly and vibrant the equestrian scene is. " Tamara is looking forward to her Manitoba debut with the 
Fall Dressage Provincials at Bird's Hill on September 13th and 14th,  
riding her mount " Miss Sylvia ".  

*************** 
 

       Dressage Winnipeg has some beautiful photographs for sale from the May and June shows! Our 
photographer, January Learmond, has been going around and getting shots of various horse and rider 
combinations, both in and out of the ring. Photos are available for purchase at the rate of 2 for $5 or $25 
for all pictures of 1 horse/1rider combinations for that show. Please contact any Dressage Winnipeg 
Board Member to make arrangements to view and purchase your pictures (pls try to talk to one who is 
in your area or who you may run into regularly at your barn etc. to  
minimize logistics problems) 

*************** 
 
         A small but enthusiastic group attended the Easter Travelling Schooling at Willowrun on April 
12th, 2003. Ashley Fudge manned the judge's chair and was aptly assisted by Paula Johns.  High point 
of 64.17% went to Tracie McDonald and her partner Carro. Thanks to Zoe Thomson for her hospitality. 
 

*************** 
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SHOW RESULTS 

 
DRESSAGE WINNIPEG SPRING FLOWERS SHOW 

 
Judge: Sheila Skene                    Show Date 3rd May 2003    Birds Hill Equestrian Facility 
            John MacPherson 
 
 
Class                     Rider                    Horse                    Owner                 Score          Place 
————————————————————————————————————————– 
 
Pony Club Starter      Stephanie Sawatzky  One Sonny Blue                                            65.52               1st 

                                    Jessica Page               Cinnamon                                                      64.48               2nd 

                                    Breanne Derhak         Gypsy Rose                                                   62.75               3rd 

                                    Andrea Derhak          Miss Taken                                                    59.31               4th 

                                                                                                                                                                        5th 

 

Pony Club                  Breanne Derhak         Gypsy Rose                                                   63.82               1s 

Pre Training              Stephanie Sawatzky  One Sonny Blue                                            58.82               2nd 

                                    Andrea Derhak          Miss Taken                                                    53.53               3rd 

                                                                                                                                                                        4th            

                                                                                                                                                                        5th 

 

Jr. Training Level     Ashley Matuyska       Miss Mona Lisa         Lisa Maillette             60.45               1st 

Test 1                          Cassandra Sinnock    Zaakus Phase                                                 59.09               2nd 

                                    Sarah Percy                Positive Thinking                                          57.27               3rd 

                                    Kendra McBain         Houdini                      Meghan Fitzpatrick  56.36               4th 

                                    Ashley Matuyska       Boomerang                                                    55.00               5th 

 

Jr. Training Level     Caitlyn Brick             Mysterious Ways                                          61.92               1st 

Test 2                          Ashley Matuyska       Miss Mona Lisa         Lisa Maillette             57.69               2nd 

                                    Cassandra Sinnock    Zaakus Phase                                                 56.92               3rd 

                                    Kendra McBain         Houdini                      Meghan Fitzpatrick  55.77               4th 

                                    Sarah Percy                Positive Thinking                                          41.54               5th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Carol Dahlstrom and Kandu,  

                owned by Judy Wittman.  

                                                                                                                                                                                       Photography by January Learmond. 
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SHOW RESULTS 

 
DRESSAGE WINNIPEG SPRING FLOWERS SHOW 

 
Judge: Sheila Skene                     Show Date 3rd May 2003     Birds Hill Equestrian Facility 
            John MacPherson 
 
 
  Kaitlyn Cockerill and  
  St. Paddy’s Eve, owned 
  by Geri Sweet. 
  Photography by 
  January Leamond 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Class                    Rider                     Horse                  Owner                  Score          Place 
————————————————————————————————————————– 
Jr. Training Level      Ariana Chia               Show’Em No Mercy  Meadow Green         69.58              1st 

Test 3                           Caitlyn Brick             Mysterious Ways                                          59.17              2nd 

                                     Lee McClelland         Alomar                       Marlene Roy              58.33              3rd 

                                     Cassandra Sinnock    Zaakus Phase                                                 51.67              4th 

                                     Sarah Percy                Positive Thinking                                          47.50              5th 

 

Jr. Training Level      Ariana Chia               Show’Em no Mercy  Meadow Green          65.38              1st 

Test 4                           Kaitlyn Cockerill       St. Paddy’s Eve          Geri Sweet                 59.23              2nd 

                                     Caitlyn Brick             Mysterious Ways                                          57.31              3rd 

                                     Lee McClelland         Alomar                       Marlene Roy              55.77              4th 

                                     Sarah Percy                Positive Thinking                                          52.69              5th 

 

AA  Training Level   Karen Rempel           Just Call Me Eddie                                        62.27              1st 

Test 1                           Carol Dahlstrom        Kandu                         Judy Wittman            60.90              2nd 

                                     Lori Versavel             Valentino                   Stonehill Farm           55.00              3rd 

                                     Pat Coates                  Mystical                                                         51.82              4th 

                                     Kathryn Young          Racine                                                             46.82              5th 

 

AA  Training Level   Lori Versavel             Valentino                   Stonehill Farm           61.54              1st 

Test 2                           Karen Rempel           Just Call Me Eddie                                        60.00              2nd 

                                     Carol Dahlstrom        Kandu                         Judy Wittman            58.85              3rd 

                                     Pat Coates                  Mystical                                                         57.30              4th 
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SHOW RESULTS 
 

DRESSAGE WINNIPEG SPRING FLOWERS SHOW 
 

Judge: Sheila Skene                     Show Date 3rd May 2003     Birds Hill Equestrian Facility 
            John MacPherson 
 
Class                    Rider                     Horse                  Owner                  Score          Place 
————————————————————————————————————————– 
 
AA Training Level    Laurie Neufeld          Kiefer                                                              58.75              1st 

Test 3                                                                                                                                                               2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                         3rd 

 

AA Training Level    Laurie Neufeld          Kiefer                                                              60.76              1st 

Test 4                                                                                                                                                               2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                         3rd 

 

Open Training             Kendra McBain        Houdini                      Meghan Fitzpatrick   61.82              1st 

Level Test 1                Gaetane Manaigre     Dixie Chick KR        Karen Root                 60.00              2nd 

                                     Marcelle Maillette     Boomerang                                                    58.64              3rd 

                                     Ashley Fudge             Karumba                    Del Grasby                 58.64              4th 

                                                                                                                                                                         5th 

 

Open Training            Marcelle Maillette     Boomerang                                                    61.54              1st 

Level Test 2                Gaetane Manaigre     Dixie Chick KR        Karen Root                 53.85              2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                         3rd 

                                                              

Open Training            Lucero Desrochers    Bailey                          Frank/Debbie Berg    65.83              1st 

Level Test 3                Wendy Barnett          Blackjack                   Susan Downs             60.00              2nd 

                                     Marcelle Maillette     Boomerang                                                    59.58              3rd 

                                     Gaetane Manaigre     Dixie Chick KR        Karen Root                 50.00              4th 

                                                                                                                                                                         5th 

 

Open Training            Lucero Desrochers    Bailey                          Frank/Debbie Berg    62.69              1st 

Level Test 4                Tracie McDonald      Carro                                                               60.38              2nd 

                                     Wendy Barnett          Blackjack                   Susan Downs             59.62              3rd 

                                                                                                                                                                         4th 

                                                              
Jr. First Level             Ariana Chia               El Kazan                    Meadow Green          65.18              1st 

Test 1                           Lea Riddell                Irish Jay                     Gaetane Manaigre     63.33              2nd 

                                     Kaitlyn Cockerill       St. Paddy’s Eve          Geri Sweet                 62.96              3rd 

                                     Lee McClelland         Alomar                       Marlene Roy              59.25              4th 

                                     Marcelle Maillette     Miss Mona Lisa        Lisa Maillette             57.40              5th 

 

Jr. First Level             Ariana Chia               El Kazan                    Meadow Green          60.88              1st 

Test 2                           Marcelle Maillette     Miss Mona Lisa        Lisa Maillette             60.00              2nd 

                                     Lea Riddell                Irish Jay                     Gaetane Manaigre     58.82              3rd 

                                     Lee McClelland         Alomar                       Marlene Roy              54.11              4th 

                                                                                                                                                                         5th 

 

Jr. First Level             Lea Riddell                Irish Jay                     Gaetane Manaigre     57.42              1st 

Test 3                                                                                                                                                               2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                         3rd 
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SHOW RESULTS 
 

DRESSAGE WINNIPEG SPRING FLOWERS SHOW 
 

Judge: Sheila Skene                     Show Date 3rd May 2003     Birds Hill Equestrian Facility 
            John MacPherson 
 
Class                    Rider                     Horse                  Owner                  Score          Place 
————————————————————————————————————————– 
 
AA  First Level          Susan Downs             The Big Easy                                                 57.40              1st 

Test 1                                                                                                                                                               2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                         3rd 

                                                              

AA First Level           Susan Downs             The Big Easy                                                 58.23              1st 

Test 2                                                                                                                                                               2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                         3rd 

                                                  

Open First Level        Tracie McDonald      Carro                                                               60.37              1st 

Test 1                           Gaetane Manaigre     Tiara                            Shireen Naidoo          55.55              2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                         3rd            

                                                  

Open First Level        Gaetane Manaigre     Tiara                            Shireen Naidoo          61.47              1st 

Test 2                           Christina Dolinski     Chaplin                      Kittie Wong               51.47              2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                         3rd 

                                                              

Open First Level        Lucero Desrochers    Jaleel’s Legacy          Corinne Duprat          61.71              1st 

Test 3                           Gaetane Manaigre     Tiara                            Shireen Naidoo          59.71              2nd 

                                     Christina Dolinski     Chaplin                      Kittie Wong               56.28              3rd 

                                                                                                                                                                         4th 

                                                              

Open First Level        Lucero Desrochers    Jaleel’s Legacy          Dorinne Duprat          57.22              1st 

Test 4                           Christina Dolinski     Chaplin                      Kittie Wong               52.77              2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                         3rd 

                                                              

AA Second Level      Petra Loro                  Abraxis                                                          61.84              1st 

Test 1                           Laurie Neufeld          Cage                                                                57.89              2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                         3rd            

                                                              

AA Second Level      Tracey MacDonald   Lexus              Jackie Adam                          64.05              1st 

Test 2                           Laurie Neufeld          Cage                                                                62.70              2nd 

                                     Petra Loro                  Abraxis                                                          59.18              3rd 

                                                                                                                                                                         4th 

                                                  

AA  Second Level     Tracey MacDonald   Lexus              Jackie Adam                          64.25              1st 

Test 3                                                                                                                                                               2nd 

                                                              

Open Third Level      Jill McDonald            Pretty Obvious                                              59.16              1st 

Test 1                                                                                                                                                               2nd 

                                                              

Open Third Level      Jill McDonald            Pretty Obvious                                              61.66              1st 

Test 2                           Lucero Desrochers    Abraxis                      Petra Loro                  57.61              2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                         3rd 

                                                              

Freestyle                      Ariana Chia               El Kazan                    Meadow Green          71.00              1st 

First Level                                                                                                                                                       2nd 
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SHOW RESULTS 

 
DRESSAGE WINNIPEG SPRING FLOWERS SHOW 

 
HIGH SCORE CHAMPIONS 

                                                              
Class                            Rider                           Horse                                     Owner             Score             
———————————————————————————————————– 
                                      
Jr. Training Level     Arian Chia                 Show Em No Mercy             Meadow Green          67.48 
                                      
AA Training Level   Karen Rempel            Just Call Me Eddie                                                    61.13 
                                      
Open Training Level   Lucero Desrochers  Bailey                                     Frank/Debbie Berg   64.26 
                                      
Jr. First Level             Ariana Chia                El Kazan        Meadow Green Riding Academy    63.03 
                                      
AA First Level          Susan Downs             The Big Easy                                                             57.81 
                                      
Open First Level       Gaetane Manaigre     Tiara                                       Shireen Naidoo         60.59 
                                      
AA Second Level      Tracey MacDonald    Lexus                                     Jackie Adam              64.15 
                                      
Open Third Level      Jill McDonald            Pretty Obvious                                                           60.41 
                                      
Freestyle – First Level  Ariana Chia           El Kazan        Meadow Green Riding Academy    68.09 
 
                                                                             ***** 
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SHOW RESULTS 
 

DRESSAGE WINNIPEG SPRING FLOWERS SHOW 
 

Judge: Sheila Skene                     Show Date 4th May 2003     Birds Hill Equestrian Facility 
            John MacPherson 
 
Class                    Rider                     Horse                  Owner                            Score      Place 
————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Jr. Training Level      Cassandra Sinnock    Zaakus Phase                                                             61.82               1st 

Test 1                           Kendra McBain         Houdini                      Meghan Fitzpatrick               61.36               2nd 

                                     Sarah Percy                Positive Thinking                                                      57.73               3rd 

                                                                                                                                                                                     4th 

Jr. Training Level      Caitlyn Brick             Mysterious Ways                                                      64.23               1st 

Test 2                           Kendra McBain         Houdini                      Meghan Fitzpatrick               62.31               2nd 

                                     Cassandra Sinnock    Zaakus Phase                                                             56.92               3rd 

                                     Sarah Percy                Positive Thinking                                                      53.85               4th 

                                                                                                                                                                                     5th 

 

Jr. Training Level      Ariana Chia               Show’Em No Mercy     Meadow Green                  60.42               1st 

Test 3                           Sarah Percy                Positive Thinking                                                      57.50               2nd 

                                     Caitlyn Brick             Mysterious Ways                                                      55.42               3rd 

                                     Cassandra Sinnock    Zaakus Phase                                                             55.00               4th 

                                     Lee McClelland         Alomar                       Marlene Roy                          54.20               5th 

 

Jr. Training Level      Ariana Chia               Show’Em no Mercy    Meadow Green                    61.15               1st 

Test 4                           Kaitlyn Cockerill       St. Paddy’s Eve          Geri Sweet                             60.38               2nd 

                                     Caitlyn Brick             Mysterious Ways                                                      57.69               3rd 

                                     Lee McClelland         Alomar                       Marlene Roy                          57.31               4th 

                                     Sarah Percy                Positive Thinking                                                      54.62               5th 

 

AA  Training Level   Carol Dahlstrom        Kandu                         Judy Wittman                        56.81               1st 

Test 1                           Kathryn Young          Racine                                                                         55.00               2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                                     3rd 

                                                              

AA  Training Level   Carol Dahlstrom        Kandu                         Judy Wittman                        65.38               1st 

Test 2                           Kathryn Young          Racine                                                                         48.10               2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                                     3rd 

                                                              

Open Training            Gaetane Manaigre     Dixie Chick KR        Karen Root                             55.45               1st 

Level Test 1                Kendra McBain         Houdini                      Meghan Fitzpatrick               55.00               2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                                     3rd

                                 

Open Training            Gaetane Manaigre     Dixie Chick KR        Karen Root                             67.31               1st 

Level Test 2                                                                                                                                                                2nd 

                                                  

Open Training            Lucero Desrochers    Bailey                          Frank/Debbie Berg                65.00               1st 

Level Test 3                Gaetane Manaigre     Dixie Chick KR        Karen Root                             61.25               2nd 

                                     Wendy Barnett          Blackjack                   Susan Downs                         59.17               3rd 

                                                                                                                                                                                     4th 

                                                              

Open Training            Lucero Desrochers    Bailey                          Frank/Debbie Berg                65.00               1st 

Level Test 4                Tracie McDonald      Carro                                                                           63.85               2nd 

                                     Wendy Barnett          Blackjack                   Susan Downs                         57.69               3rd 

                                                                                                                                                                                     4th 
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SHOW RESULTS 
 

DRESSAGE WINNIPEG SPRING FLOWERS SHOW 
 

Judge: Sheila Skene                    Show Date 4th May 2003    Birds Hill Equestrian Facility 
            John MacPherson 
 
Class                     Rider                    Horse                   Owner                           Score      Place 
————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Jr. First Level         Ariana Chia                El Kazan                    Meadow Green                     68.15               1st 

Test 1                          Lea Riddell    I           rish Jay                       Gaetane Manaigre                62.96               2nd 

                                    Kaitlyn Cockerill       St. Paddy’s Eve          Geri Sweet                              61.48               3rd 

                                    Lee McClelland         Alomar                       Marlene Roy                          58.53               4th 

                                                                                                                                                                         

Jr. First Level            Ariana Chia                El Kazan                    Meadow Green                     70.88               1st 

Test 2                          Lea Riddell                Irish Jay                     Gaetane Manaigre                58.53  (48)      2nd 

                                    Lee McClelland         Alomar                       Marlene Roy                          58.53 (48)       2nd 
                                                                                                                                                                         
Jr. First Level            Lea Riddell                Irish Jay                     Gaetane Manaigre                55.43               1st 

Test 3                                                                                                                                                                          2nd 

                                                 

AA  First Level         Susan Downs             The Big Easy                                                             56.67               1st 

Test 1                                                                                                                                                                          2nd 

                                                             

AA First Level          Susan Downs             The Big Easy                                                             62.35               1st 

Test 2                           
                                                             
Open First Level       Gaetane Manaigre     Tiara                           Shireen Naidoo                     62.96               1st 
Test 1                          Tracie McDonald      Carro                                                                          62.59                2nd 

                                    Susan Downs             The Big Easy (score carry over)                               56.67               3rd 
                                                                                                                         
 

 

 

 

 

 

                Lucero Desrochers and  

                Bailey,  owned by 

                Frank & Debbie Berg. 

                Photography by 

                January Learmond 
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SHOW RESULTS 
 

DRESSAGE WINNIPEG SPRING FLOWERS SHOW 
 

Judge: Sheila Skene                     Show Date 4th May 2003     Birds Hill Equestrian Facility 
            John MacPherson 
 
Class                    Rider                     Horse                  Owner                            Score      Place 
————————————————————————————————————————— 
Open First Level        Gaetane Manaigre     Tiara                            Shireen Naidoo                      62.35               1st 
Test 2                           Susan Downs             The Big Easy (score carry over)                              62.35               2nd 
                                     Christina Dolinski     Chaplin                      Kittie Wong                           57.35               3rd 
                                                                                                                                                                                      
Open First Level        Gaetane Manaigre     Tiara                            Shireen Naidoo                      61.71               1st 

Test 3                           Christina Dolinski     Chaplin                      Kittie Wong                           57.43               2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                                      
Open First Level        Christina Dolinski     Chaplin                      Kittie Wong                           57.78               1st 

Test 4                                                                                                                                                                           2nd 

                                                  

AA Second Level      Laurie Neufeld          Cage                                                                            59.73               1st 

Test 1                           Petra Loro                  Abraxis                                                                      58.16               2nd 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

AA Second Level      Tracey MacDonald   Lexus                          Jackie Adam                          62.97               1st 

Test 2                           Petra Loro                  Abraxis                                                                      59.73               2nd 

                                     Laurie Neufeld          Cage                                                                            57.84               3rd 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

AA  Second Level     Tracey MacDonald   Lexus                          Jackie Adam                          63.83               1st 

Test 3                                                                                                                                                                           2nd 

                                                              

Open Third Level      Jill McDonald            Pretty Obvious                                                          61.11               1st 

Test 1                                                                                                                                                                           2nd 

                                                  

Open Third Level      Jill McDonald            Pretty Obvious                                                          64.29               1st 

Test 2                           Lucero Desrochers    Abraxis                      Petra Loro                              59.52               2nd 

                                                              

Freestyle                      Ariana Chia               El Kazan        Meadow Green Riding Academy    69.20               1st 

First Level                                                                                                                                                                   2nd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Kathryn Young and Racine. 

   Photography  by  

   January Learmond. 



PASSAGE, the Quarterly Newsletter of Dressage Winnipeg                                                                   Page 16 

 

SHOW RESULTS 
 

DRESSAGE WINNIPEG SPRING FLOWERS SHOW 
 

Champions/Reserve 
 

Class   /Prize Won                             Rider                           Horse                          Owner                         Score       
———————————————————————————————————————— 
Jr. Training Level Champion        Kendra McBain         Houdini                      Meghan Fitzpatrick   61.83 

Fly Bonnet     
                                                             
Jr. Training Level Reserve                Caitlyn Brick             Mysterious Ways                                           60.96 
$15 Gift Cert.            
                                                             
AA Training Level Champion         Carol Dahlstrom       Kandu                         Judy Wittman            61.09 
White Dressage Pad             
                                                             
AA Training Level Reserve             Kathryn Young         Racine                                                             51.55 
Show Sheen  /  Braiding Tool         
                                                             
Open Training Level Champion      Lucero Desrochers    Bailey                                                             65.00 
White Leg Wraps     
                                                             
Open Training Level Reserve           Gaetane Manaigre     Dixie Chick KR         Karen Root                64.28 
$15 Gift Cert.            
                                                             
Jr. First Level Champion                  Ariana Chia               El Kazan                     Meadow Green          69.51 
Fly Bonnet     
                                                             
Jr. First Level Reserve                       Lea Riddell                Irish Jay                      Gaetane Manaigre     60.47 
Grooming Comb & Mud Mitt       
                                                             
AA First Level Champion                Susan Downs             The Big Easy                                                 59.51 
White Leg Wraps     
                                                             
Open First Level Champion             Gaetaine Manaigre    Tiara   S                      hireen Naidoo            62.65 
Green Backroads Leg Wraps        
                                                             
Open First Level Reserve                  Susan Downs             The Big Easy (score carry over)                  59.51 
$15 Gift Cert.            
                                                             
AA Second Level Champion           Tracey MacDonald   Lexus                          Jackie Adam              63.40 
Navy Backroads Leg Wraps          
                                                             
AA Second Level Reserve               Petra Loro                  Abraxis                                                           58.94 
Grooming Comb & Mud Mitt       
                                                             
Open Third Level Champion           Jill McDonald           Pretty Obvious                                               62.70 
$30 Gift Cert.            
                                                             
Freestyle First Level Champion       Ariana Chia               El Kazan                                                         70.04 
$30 Gift Cert.            
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Conrad Schumacher  
& Dr. Hillary Clayton on  

 The Conformation of the Dressage Horse  
 

 
By Bill Woods 
 
 
         One session at the 1999 National Symposium was devoted to the qualities Mr. Schumacher and Dr. 
Clayton look for in a horse that can go to the highest leve ls of dressage. 
 
         According to Mr. Schumacher, first he looks for the "middle" of the horse to be at the point where the 
rear potion of the raised spines of the thoracic vertebrae (which form the withers) blend into the flat of the 
horse's back. This allows the rider to sit over the horse's center of gravity. When horses are constructed with 
the withers very forward, with a long back and a high croup, it is impossible to sit with enough of the horse 
"in front of the rider" and very hard to produce collection.  
 
         Mr. Schumacher also wants a horse that is "rectangular" in appearance. From his chest to his hindquar-
ters, he should be longer than his height from the withers to the ground. His length should come, not from 
the back itself being long, but from a big shoulder and from big quarters. The legs should be relatively short 
with the joints near the ground. This gives the horse a better natural balance. "Long legged horses look very 
elegant," he observed, "but try to ride a six meter volte with them!" 
          

                                                                                                                                                Continued on Page 18 

 
Riverbend Farms is… 
• a dressage and boarding stable. 
 
Riverbend Farms offers… 
• riding lessons from Basic- to  
Medium-level dressage. 
 
Riverbend Farms is a  
participant in… 
• the Lee Tubman clinics. 
• the Travelling School shows 
 
 

Riverbend FarmsRiverbend Farms  
Located in St. Francois Xavier, Mani-
toba 
 
For more information, call 204204--864864--25622562 
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Continued from  Page 17 
          
         Ideally, the horse's neck should be set on at a ninety-degree angle to the slope of the shoulder so that 
the horse can carry himself "up" in front. Mr. Schumacher also looks at the connection between the neck 
and head. The neck must not be too thick, which would impede lateral flexion at the poll. The top of the 
first vertebra and the occipital bone must be flat, that is, nearly at the same height. If the first vertebra is 
higher, the horse will overflex too easily and come behind the bridle. If the first vertebra is too low com-
pared to the occipital bone, it is too difficult to get the horse to be round enough in his frame. You should 
also be able to fit your fist in the space under and between the horse's jawbones, and there must be enough 
space in the throatlatch area that the horse's ability to flex is unobstructed. Check, too, Mr. Schumacher re-
minded, that there's enough room in the horse's mouth to accommodate a double bridle.  
 
         Not all of these features may be perfect in any given horse. If they are not, the horse must have enough 
natural activity in his hindquarters to help the rider to overcome these front-end conformation problems 
when training begins. 
 
         Another quality of great importance is the horse's flexibility. "We can't breed the gaits any bigger," 
Mr. Schumacher said. "So in the past ten years more and more emphasis has been placed on flexibility and 
temperament." With Sue Blinks's horse, Flim Flam, he demonstrated that if he pushed lightly on the horse's 
back, the barrel would lower. Pushing up on the horse's under-belly caused him to lift his back. The tail, he 
showed, should also be moveable, and the neck should be pliable and bendable from side to side. 
Dr. Clayton said that to her, the sum total of conformation is how the horse moves. However, there are con-
formational aspects that she looks for which have a beneficial effect on soundness. One is the slope of the 
horse's shoulder. Horses that have the top of the scapula (shoulder blade) further back - resulting in more 
slope to the shoulder - are better able to absorb concussion during locomotion and stay more sound. This 
greater slope also puts the withers and, therefore, the saddle further back, reinforcing Mr. Schumacher's first 
point. 
 
         A second aspect is the length and slope of the humerus (the horse's "upper arm"). This bone extends 
from the point of the shoulder downward and to the rear, terminating at a point below the big bulge of the 
horse's triceps muscle and about halfway across the width of the leg. According to Dr. Clayton, for better 
orthopedic health, this bone should be long and the angle relatively upright. In motion the horse should 
have good freedom to be able to move both the bottom part of his shoulder and his elbow forward and up. 
 
         In the hindleg, the feature that Dr. Clayton most associates both with good movement and with sound-
ness is the length and angle of the femur (the horse's "thigh bone"). The femur should be long and should 
slope forward from the hip joint to the stifle joint, allowing the leg to come well under the horse in motion. 
 
         "In the lower limbs," she noted, "we tend to get carried away always looking for perfection." Recent 
research indicates that slight deviations from the ideal vertical alignment of the joints have not proven to 
cause significant soundness problems. "In warmbloods about eighty percent of the horses are toed-out…. I 
don't get too excited about minor amounts of toe-ing in, toe-ing out or 'bench knees,' where the cannon bone 
is offset to the outside of the radius," Dr. Clayton said.  "In dressage horses," she added, "being a little close 
in the hindlegs is often a good thing. When the horse is moving, the hock naturally turns inward and the sti-
fle naturally turns outward. This allows the hindleg to clear the horse's barrel. If the hocks are a little more 
in, this gives the horse more clearance between his stifles and his barrel in the lateral movements." 
 
         Looking at Flim Flam, Dr. Clayton smilingly observed that he wouldn't win a conformation competi-
tion. "He's quite narrow through the chest and he toes out a little, BUT he's one of the best horses in the 
world. Remember to look at the way a horse moves, not just how he stands."  
 
         On the subject of temperament, Mr. Schumacher said that a good dressage horse must be able to move 
well, but that in the upper levels, up to two-thirds of a horse's success springs from "a will to work, his natu-
ral sensitivity, and his inner  tranquility."  
 
         "Normally those with a lot of inner tranquility are lazy, and those with a lot of sensitivity are crazy and 
hard to work with." Finding just the right combination is very difficult. Mr. Schumacher cited Ideaal (ridden 
internationally by Jo Hinnemann, Sven Rothenberger, and Gonnelien Rothenberger): "Ideaal was a horse 
with pretty bad conformation but a heart - unbelievable - he won his last international medal at the age of 
twenty. He really had these three qualities." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                Continued on Page 19 



PASSAGE, the Quarterly Newsletter of Dressage Winnipeg                                                                   Page 19 

 

  
  

  
Natural Healing RemediesNatural Healing Remedies  

Visit our website: 
www.healinghorsesnaturally.com 

Email: sharonstebeleski@myexcel.ca 
 

Breeder of Qu ality Warmbloods  
Sharon Stebeleski, BPE, Irid. Herbalist  

 
 Naturally Yours  

 Box 526 Lorette Manitoba R0A 0Y0 
   Visa & Phone Orders 

1-204-878-2493 

Continued from  Page …. 
 
         With a young horse, Mr. Schumacher says, "Look at their eye." Pointing to Flim Flam, he said, "If I had 
seen him as a young horse, the first thing I'd notice is his natural charm and his big eyes. This is the feel that 
there is character there.… Watching a three year old loose in the arena, what I want to see is a horse that 
wants to contact me, not just one running around, crazy, with a stiff neck…. Almost like a human being, they 
must look at you; they must talk to you. In the long run this is what makes a better horse." 
 
         Mr. Schumacher commented that for International horses, it is important to choose one that's big 
enough - one that makes a good visual impression to the judges even from eighty meters away when he's at 
the far end of the arena.  
 
         Dr. Clayton warned, though, that horses that are very big are more difficult to keep sound. With very tall 
horses, the mass of the horse increases more than does the strength of the supporting tissues. Look for good-
sized feet, she counseled, and ones which exactly match each other. If one front foot is considerably smaller 
or narrower than the other, it may signify a pre-existing problem. 
 
         For "normal" riders, Mr. Schumacher recommended that they find a horse that's the right size and pro-
portion for their bodies. Ones that fill out your legs but are not so big that the rider's weight goes unnoticed 
are ideal. The actual size isn't the most important thing. Often a smaller horse with a nice neck who "carries 
himself big," will make a better impression and still be easier to ride. 
 
         In conclusion, both Dr. Clayton and Mr. Schumacher agreed that it is easy to pick apart any horse's con-
formation. But the overall picture derived from structure, flexibility, and temperament, together with his bal-
ance and how fluidly he moves, all play important roles in determining whether the horse you're looking at 
can do the job you want him to. 
 
    
                                                                                      ***** 
 

© Copyright 2002, WoodsDressage.com, All rights reserved. Permission to reproduce in Passage granted. 
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Classified Ads 
 

Items/Horses For Sale:             
                             
Collegiate Dressage Saddle                         8 yr old thoroughbred mare 
Black, 17” seat, complete with                      bay, 15.2 hh, has had professional 
short girth. Excellent condition                      training, event prospect?? 
asking $1000.00 OBO.                                  Asking $2500 OBO. 
Call 339-7229                                                 Call 339-7229 
 
Silver Creek Sally: 7 yr old bay TB mare. 16-16.1 hh. Never raced.  Well started under  
saddle. Basic dressage, three good gaits. Was started over cross rails. Good ground  
manners and easy to longe.  Easy to saddle, bridle and handle, good for farrier and vet.  
Excellent mover, personable and friendly. $5000.  Call Linda 437-4688 
 
Draft Guinness: 6yr old Blk/bay Morgan x Percheron Gelding. 15.3 hh, well started under saddle. 
Schooling basic dressage and started over low fences.  Ridden by both beginner and advanced  
riders.  Good on Trails. Loads, baths and clips.  $3500 
 
Hollywood:  A Hannibal daughter, TrakehnerX filly, 2 yrs old, 15 hh. Dark brown/bay.  Registered  
with Canadian Trakehner Assc. Beautiful Movement and temperment. Friendly and a quick learner. 
Will be an excellent Dressage, jumping or event Prospect.  Asking $5000. Call Linda 437-4688 
 

     Noble-T-King: Chestnut morgan gelding, 4 yrs old, 15.2 hh. Schooling training level dressage, well 
       mannered, good for vet and farrier, up to date on all shots vacc and worming.  Could go english or 
       western but is a great dressage type, trailers very well. Suitable for intermediate or advanced rider.  
       Asking $4000.   Call Linda 437-4688 

 
Note: Classified ads are free to all members, just email them to myriam@mts.net.   
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Balance; Thrust vs. Carriage 
by Dr. Thomas Ritter, 2001  

 
     How can the rider gain control over the hindlegs?  
 
     That depends on the horse and rider. Main considerations are the straightness as well 
as the ratio of thrust to carriage of the hind legs, in other words: balance.  
 
     Most horses are naturally unbalanced in this respect when they begin their (re-)
training under saddle. They either thrust more than they carry or, less frequently, they 
carry more than they thrust. Conformation plays an important role, and so does any prior 
training. E.g. horses who have very straight hind legs tend to thrust more than they 
carry. Horses whose hind legs are built out behind themselves will also thrust more. On 
the other hand, sickle hocked horses carry more than they thrust, due to the angles of 
their hind leg joints. The Old Masters used to say these horses overburden their hind-
quarters. Additionally, as long as the horse is not completely straight, one hind leg 
thrusts more than the other.  
 
     The practical repercussion of excessive thrust is either a very heavy rein contact or 
an inverted horse (sometimes both). A horse who lacks thrust, on the other hand, will not         
approach the bit. He will consequently feel light, but he will be sucked back. In other 
words, he offers a false lightness that the rider must not accept. When both thrust and 
carriage are equal, the horse feels honestly light.  
 
     The rider's job is to evaluate the horse in these terms and to custom design a training 
program that is aimed at balancing out the thrust and the carrying power in each hind leg 
as well as the activity level of both hind legs in comparison to each other. We should  
proceed by trying to increase the defective pole of the opposition, rather than diminish-
ing the excessive one. In practical terms, this means that a horse who does not thrust 
enough must be ridden forward on straight lines in a fresh, big working trot. Tight turns 
must be avoided at that stage, as they would only invite him to suck back even more at 
this point. Horses like this frequently offer the canter, as their natural crookedness 
leads to the hind leg on the stiff side thrusting more. The hind leg on the hollow side 
consequently takes a longer stride, but does not stay on the ground long enough for the 
opposite (stiff) hind leg to reach forward. The stride consequently becomes asymmetri-
cal, and the canter develops. When this happens, the rider rides the horse forward at 
the canter for a long side and then brings him back to the trot. As soon as the rider 
feels the transition come through, he "changes gears" and sends the horse forward again 
in a big trot. Care must be taken that the trot is big, not fast.  
 
     If a horse thrusts without carrying, free gaits must be avoided temporarily. Instead, 
he needs to be worked on circles, voltes, spirals, serpentines, and eventually in lateral 
movements. These horses benefit a great deal from bending exercises at the walk. The 
stride length at the trot and canter has to remain more moderate, thinking of collection 
rather than extension. If a horse like that were ridden forward on straight lines, the 
gulf between thrust and carriage would become even larger. The horse would become 
heavier and more unbalanced.  

                                                                                                                                                Continued on  Page 22 
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Continued from  page 21 
 

     As soon as the initial imbalance of forces is evened out and about to switch, the 
rider has to reverse his strategy. In other words, the initially sucked back horse will 
start to thrust more than he carries, at which point he has to be worked in bending 
exercises, more moderate gaits, towards collection. The initially heavy horse will reach 
a point where he  needs to go forward in free gaits, such as lengthenings at the trot 
and the canter, in order to avoid a loss of impulsion and prevent him from sucking 
back.  
 
     An important factor in this discussion is the vector of the thrust, i.e. the direction 
in which the horse exercises his thrust. Initially, this vector will have a horizontal, 
forward direction. In bad cases, the force seems to act in a forward-downward  
direction, which makes you feel as if you were riding down a slope, even when you are 
on perfectly level ground. The rider now has to raise the trajectory of the thrusting 
forces, which allows him to maintain the thrust undiminished but to increase the 
horse's carrying ability. This actually makes it necessary to animate the hind legs 
more first, so that they reach more forward. Increasing the angle of the trajectory 
of their force causes the horse to lift the airborne hind leg higher. It is made  
possible by tucking the pelvis and flexing all the joints of the hind legs.  
 
     Another aspect of this type of balance is that thrust and carriage may match at 
5%, 20%, 50% etc. of the horse's physical ability. Inexperienced riders are often  
content with their horse working at a fraction of their capacity, because the horse 
feels light and pleasant, not realizing how much the horse is actually holding back. Our 
goal is to teach the horse right from the start to use all of his strength in a produc-
tive way during his work, without holding anything back. It has to become a habit for 
the horse to work close to 100% capacity all the time. This is a goal, an ideal. It may 
not be entirely realistic to expect to reach full capacity all the time, but we should try 
to get as close as possible every day. Of course, the absolute value of the thrusting 
and carrying forces will increase over time. The 100% energy output of a green horse 
is significantly smaller than the 100% output of a Grand Prix horse.  
                                                                                                               continued on Page 25 

 
                              Top Ten Reasons To Ride Dressage  
                          ( a little more tongue-in-cheek humor..!)  
 
 
1. Found ice-fishing too stimulating.  
2. I enjoy wearing full formal wear rain or shine.  
3. Who wouldn't love spending afternoons riding in circles getting yelled at.  
4. Just love subjecting friends and family to my latest equine video spectacular.  
5. My chiropractor needs a new car.  
6. Wanted to find a place my husband wouldn't go -- a.k.a. the barn.  
7. Had tired of spending cold winters by the fire, and hot summers by the pool.  
8. My lawyer wanted me to have three judges.  
9. Lived for the sport where I could say "Piaffe" to the judges.  
10. I had way too much money in my bank account.  
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Horsey Humor 
“Beet Pulp Safety Warning (aka the famous squirrel story)"  

 
            People that are into equine nutrition are notorious for spending their time doing the  
oddest things. While everyone else has normal nightmares about finding themselves riding in the 
World Equestrian Games stark naked past the press corps, nutrition people fret over whether 
their carefully thought-out recommendations will make the difference between Muffy the  
Superhorse winning his next competition in fame and glory, or falling into a dead faint  
somewhere between being saddled and the starting line. In the end, the finer points of nutrition 
often make zero difference, however, because you generally find out that:  
            a) Muffy won't even touch your carefully crafted ration, much preferring to eat his own 
bedding, the vet's fingers, and anything from the Taco Bell menu;  
            b) the moment you finish calculating the Perfect Equine Ration featuring Aunt Tilly's Su-
per Horsey Yum Yums, the feed company goes out of business or is indicted on environmental 
pollution charges;  
            c) it's all irrelevant, anyway, because the barn manager's favorite phrase is "Well, we've 
always fed this way for sixty years and hardly ever lose more than a horse a month to colic", and 
steadfastly refuses to feed anything at all other than His Very Own Secret Recipe, featuring lawn 
clippings, glazed doughnuts and something that smells a lot like latex.  
 
            However, every now and then, you stumble across a feed that horses actually like (at 
least, after that initial suspicious, "You're trying to poison me, aren't you?" look), is wonderfully 
nutritious, cheap to feed and still Obscure and Mysterious enough that people feel like they're 
really on The Cutting Edge in feeding it to Muffy. Beet pulp is like that, and for a long time I 
thought the only disadvantage to it was the minor inconvenience of having to soak it before feed-
ing. Some folks skip that part, but others revel in making sure everyone else in the barn knows 
just how conscientious and detail-minded they are about Muffy's nutritional well-being.  
However, eventually I knew the true downside to beet pulp would show up, and thought it only 
fair that I pass it along...  
 
            This afternoon I decided to bring some beet pulp pellets into the house to soak, because I 
wanted to get an idea of exactly how much they expanded in volume during the soaking process. 
Academic types are like that, pathetically easy to amuse and desperately in need of professional 
help. I knew they expanded quite a bit, because the first time I'd innocently added water to a 
five-pound bucket of beet pulp, I'd come back later to find my feed room practically awash in 
beet pulp, providing a breakfast that every horse within a five mile radius still remembers with 
fond nostalgia. So in the interest of scientific curiousity, I trundled in a bucket, about three 

pounds of beet pulp, added in the water and set it in the living room to do its 
thing. No problem. Research in action.  
 
Well, in out ongoing quest to turn this house into Noah's Ark, we have not 
only four horses, three dogs, four neurotic cats, a sulfur-crested cockatoo, a 
cockatiel and assorted toads, we also have William. William is a fox squirrel 

who absent-mindedly fell out of his tree as a blind and hairless baby two 
years ago, and whom the vet prompty handed off to the only person he 

knew silly enough to traipse around with a baby squirrel and a bottle of  
Esbilac into her bookbag. Actually, the trick wasn't in keeping such a tiny  

creature warm, fed and clean -- it was keeping a straight face and looking as mystified as  
everyone else when William woke up hungry and started pipping for his bottle like a very small, 
slightly muffled alarm clock. Invariably, this usually occurred while I was standing in line at the 
post office, picking up a pizza for dinner or on one memorable occasion, taking a final exam in 
biochemistry. Being no dummy, William knew a sucker when he saw one and has happily been 
an Urban Squirrel ever since.  
 
                                                                                                                                    Continued on page 24 
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Horsey Humor, continued from page 23 
 
      And for those of you that think A Squirrel's Place is In The Wild, don't think we didn't try that... his 
first Christmas, we thought we'd give him his first lesson in Being a Wild Squirrel by letting him play in 
the undecorated Christmas tree. His reaction was to shriek in horror, scutter frantically across the floor 
and go try to hide underneath the nearest border collie. Since then, the only way he will allow himself to 
be taken outside is hiding inside Mummy's shirt and peering suspiciously out at the sinister world.  
 
      So much for the remake of Born Free.  So secure is he about his place in the world that on more than 
one occasion, I've caught him sitting on his fat, smug little bottom, making faces out the window at our 
neighborhood (very frustrated) red-tailed hawk -- like as not clutching a cashew in one paw and a bit of 
mango in the other.  
 
      Anyway, when I set out the bucket of beet pulp, I may have underestimated the lengths that a young 
and enthusiastic squirrel will go to to stash all available food items in new and unusual hiding spots. I 
thought letting William out of his cage as usual and giving him a handful of almonds to go happily cram 
under cushions and into sleeping dog's ears was sufficient entertainment for the afternoon. After all, 
when I left, he was gleefully chortling and gloating over his pile of treasure, making sure the cockatoo 
saw them so he could tell her I Have Almonds And You Don't. So much for blind optimism.  
 
      Apparently when the almond supply ran out, beet pulp pellets became fair game and I can only 
imagine the little rat finding that great big bucket and swooning with the possibilities of being able to 
hide away All That Food. The problem isn't quite so much that I now have three pounds of beet pulp 
pellets cleverly tucked away in every corner of my house, it's that as far as I can tell, the soaking-
expanding-and-falling-apart process seems to be kinda like a nuclear meltdown. Once the reaction gets 
started, no force on earth is going to stop it.  
 
      So when I come back from the grocery store, not only do I find an exhausted but incredibly Fulfilled 
squirrel sprawled out snoozing happily up on the cat tree, I find that my house smells a lot like a Jamai-
can feed mill and virtually every orifice is crammed full of beet pulp. This includes the bathroom sink 
drain, the fish tank filter, in my undie drawer, in the kitty box (much to their horror) and ALL the  
pockets of my bookbag. Not to mention that in enthusiastically stuffing beet pulp into the air holes of 
the little box that hold live crickets for the toad's dinner, William managed to open it up and free several 
hundred crickets into the living room. It's not that I mind crickets springing to and fro, it's just that it 
sounds a lot like an Evening in the Amazon Rain Forest in here. The cats, on the other hand, have never 
had such a marvelous time steeplechasing after stray crickets back and forth over the furniture, crunch-
ing up the spoils of the hunt (which wouldn't be so bad if they would just chew with their mouths 
closed), and sicking up the more indigestible parts onto the rug.  
 
      I simply can't WAIT to turn on the furnace and find out what toasting beet pulp smells like.  
The good news is that in case of siege, I have enough carbohydrates hidden in my walls and under the 
furniture to survive for years. The bad news is that as soon as I try to remove any of this stash, I get a 
hysterical squirrel clinging to my pant leg, tearfully shrieking that I'm ruining all his hard work and now 
he's going to starve this winter. (This is despite the fact that William is spoiled utterly rotten, knows 
how to open the macadamia nut can all by himself and has enough of a tummy to have earned him the 
unfortunate nickname Buddha Belly.)  
 
      So in case anyone was losing sleep wondering just how much final product you get after soaking 
three pounds of beet pulp, the answer is a living room full. I'd write this new data up and submit it as a 
case study paper to the nutrition and physiology society, but I suspect the practical applications may be 
limited.  
 
      Off to go empty the Shop-Vac.  
 
      Again.  
 
                                                                                                                                           Anonymous 
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Continued from  page 22 
 

       Every time we have evened out the thrusting and carrying forces at a certain 
level of capacity and we want to raise the general level of activity, we have to start by 
increasing the thrust first, which brings the hind legs closer to the center of gravity 
and leads to a greater articulation of the joints - if, and only if, the trajectory of the 
thrust is forward-upward. Any new demand requires a greater effort on the horse's 
part, whether it is a corner, a volte, a transition, a change of bend, a movement, or a  
request for a higher quality of the basic gait. It is harder work for the haunches than 
just cruising along. If we fail to animate especially the inside hind leg more first, the 
following demand will be executed poorly (or fail altogether). This cannot be  
emphasized enough, because it is of such tremendous importance. Yet, you see riders 
forgetting it all the time. The temporal delay between increasing the thrust and ask-
ing for more carriage (in essence more collection) can be as short as a split second, 
but it has to be there. First ask the hind leg to step under, then ask the horse to sit 
down on it.  
 
       Increasing the thrust will result in a temporary increase in rein contact, because 
the horse steps into the rider's hand with greater determination. As long as the rein 
aids still go through and the horse is not just leaning on the bit, that is acceptable. 
The rein contact will become lighter again as soon as the flexion of the haunches has 
increased also and matches the thrust again. 
 
 
                                                                                 ***** 
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“Riding is a complicated joy.  You learn some-
thing each time. It is never quite the same, and 
you never know it all.”    Monica Dickens 

For the comprehensive and free online Merck Veterinary Manual,  go to: 
 

http://www.merckvetmanual.com/ 

                             Dr. Reiner Klimke: Quotes on Training 
 

"Whenever a horse has learned a new movement or a new aid  
in its basic form, the rider should give him a break and  

deliberately ride something else for a few days or weeks.  
When he returns to the movement, he will notice how  

much more easily the training will proceed."  
 

                                                                                (1995; translation: T. Ritter)  

Definition of Riding:  “To keep a 
horse between oneself and the 
ground.” 
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Erik F. Herbermann; Quotes On Training  
 

"Contrary to popular belief, horses do not get bored with basic work.  
If the rider demands exact responses, paying close attention to detail and  

quality, neither horse nor rider will have time to get bored, rather,  
a true sense of accomplishment will be gained."  (1989)  

2003 



PASSAGE, the Quarterly Newsletter of Dressage Winnipeg                                                                   Page 28 

If undeliverable,  please return  to: 
 
206-1683 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 2G6       

2003 Newsletter Advertising Rates 
 
Full Page                      $20.00/issue or $50.00/year 
 
Half Page                      $15.00/issue or $40.00/year 
 
Quarter Page                 $10.00/issue or $30.00/year 
 
Business Cards             $20.00/year 
 
Classified Ads (maximum 30 words) 
          Free for current DW members 
 
Classified Ads (maximum 30 words) 
          $1.00/issue for non-members 
 
Contact Myriam Dyck for more information   
Phone: 204-795-5519 or email: myriam@mts.net 


